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Maryland State Bar Association Alternative Dispute Resolution Section

Dear Section Members:

 I must say in May of this year I had some
trepidation about taking over as section
chair.  The people that have preceded me
have performed remarkably in this position
and have advanced the cause of the section
and then some. It’s like following comic
genius on stage, you wonder if you can
perform.

What I have learned, however, is that there
are tremendous people supporting this
section behind the scenes, who make the
Chair’s job go more smoothly.  I want to
personally recognize Richard Melnick, Steve
Shapiro, Andrea Terry and Craig Distelhorst
as officers of the section council, for their
tremendous support, enthusiasm and insight.
I also want to thank Marc Baer and Joyce
Mitchell for setting the bar and providing
great assistance in this transition.

The mission of the section council and
hopefully the mission of the section this year
is twofold. One, to educate and therefore we
are hosting the ADR Business Conference to
be held on October the 30th at the BWI
Marriott.

If you have not heard about the program,
you will in the next several days.  I
encourage everyone in the section to invite
at least 10 people to this conference.  The
conference is of a quality that one would
generally expect for a national conference.  It
is remarkable that our section is able to
achieve that kind of program and its
combined notoriety.  It is critical that we
provide support to their efforts by putting
people in seats and encouraging law firms
and businesses to sponsor the event.

Speaking at the conference will be Kathy
Bryan, who is the head of CPR, as well as
Ambassador Dennis Ross.  There will be
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introductory remarks by James T. Smith,
County Executive of Baltimore County, as well
as Chief Judge Bell.  The program for the day,
as well as the dinner in the evening should be
enjoyable and educational for all those who
attend.

Secondly, the section council has determined
that one of its missions is to provide increased
employment opportunities to its section
members.  This is particularly critical given the
abundance of training programs training new
mediators and the fact that our section has
grown exponentially to well over 400 members
currently.

It is certainly my desire and the desire of the
section council to advance the cause of ADR,
but also to advance the employment
opportunities for our members so they can
achieve practical and real experience in
improving themselves as both mediators and
arbitrators.  While it certainly is important to
train persons, it is also important to provide
them opportunities to gain experience.

 Our first meeting, which was held on
September 11th in fact focused on that issue.
Our effort on that meeting was to discuss with
the ADR coordinators of Baltimore City,
Baltimore County, and Howard County, ways
that we can improve the court administered
mediation rosters and also at the same time,
take responsibility as mediators to be
accountable to the court system and to work
within the court rules, specifically Title 17.

Obviously, for the mediation program to be
successful the participants in that program
whether they be the litigants or the lawyers
coming to the mediation, have to have
confidence in the quality and qualifications of
the mediators on the roster and frankly it is our
shared responsibility to see that improve.
 (continued on page 2)

            I recently attended a sponsored
program entitled the National Mediation for
Judges program.  We discussed the
cooperation between the ADR section and the
litigation section as well as business, real
estate, and animal law as ways to push the
mediation message and also to push
employment opportunities.
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“This section is only
going to be as dynamic

as the involvement of its
members.”

Announcing the first recipient of the Chief Judge
Robert M. Bell Award for Outstanding Contribution to

ADR in Maryland

Page 2

 The section is busy in other endeavors.
We will be working with other sections of
the Bar Association to develop programs
and to develop opportunities for mediation
and or arbitration.

I recently attended a sponsored program
entitled the National Mediation for Judges
program.  We discussed the cooperation
between the ADR section and the litigation
section as well as business, real estate,
and animal law as ways to push the
mediation message and also to push
employment opportunities.

The final message is this - this section is
only going to be as dynamic as the
involvement of its members.  I strongly
encourage each of you to attend the
Maryland Business ADR Conference on
October the 30th.  And I remind you to
begin thinking of ideas as to how this
section can be efficient in fulfilling its goals
to its members.

I look forward to your active participation.

Very truly yours,

Thomas J. Dolina
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The Maryland State Bar Association
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
section is pleased to announce the selection
of Professor Roger Wolf as the recipient of
the first annual Chief Judge Robert M. Bell
Award for Outstanding Contribution to ADR
in Maryland.  Professor Wolf is the founding
director of the Center for Dispute Resolution
at the University of Maryland (C-DRUM)
School of Law.

This award was created last year by the
ADR section to honor the vision and
accomplishments of Chief Judge Robert M.
Bell, in promoting ADR in the Maryland
judiciary, schools, government and
communities.  Recipients are nominated by
their peers in the ADR community and
chosen by committee review.  The award
will be given to Professor Wolf during the
dinner program of the Business ADR

Conference, sponsored by the ADR section,
on October 30th, 2007 at the BWI Marriott.

In announcing the award, former section chair
Marc Baer wrote to Professor Wolf, “Your
leadership and dedication is well recognized
by the ADR community and transcends
beyond Maryland.  Your influence has
touched countless numbers of judges,
lawyers, law students, ADR  practice groups,
organizations, and people in conflict.”

Professor Wolf served in the U.S. Peace
Corps in Tunisia from 1962 to 1964. In 1967
he started the National Clearinghouse for
Legal Services.  Professor Wolf was a
Reginald Heber Smith Fellow with the
Washington,
DC, Neighborhood Legal Services Program
from 1968 to 1970.

He was director of the Columbus Community
Legal Services and director of
the Clinical Law Program at Catholic
University from 1970 to 1973, and

Professor Roger Wolf
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He was director of the Columbus Community
Legal Services and director of
the Clinical Law Program at Catholic
University from 1970 to 1973, and
taught at the law school until 1978 taught at
the law school until 1978 when he left to farm
and start a vineyard. He has been teaching at
the University of Maryland law school since
1982, and is the past director of the Clinical
Law Program at the law school. He currently
directs the mediation clinic, teaches courses in
dispute resolution, and directs the law school’s
Center for Dispute
Resolution (C-DRUM).

Professor Wolf was the reporter for the
Special Committee on Alternative
Dispute Resolution of the Maryland State Bar
Association, is past chair of The Section for
Dispute Resolution of the State Bar and The

For more than a year, the ADR section
has been working hard to bring an
innovative new ADR conference focused
on the business community to Maryland.
The result is the 2007 Maryland
Business ADR Conference, with the
theme of “Conflict Management: Making
Business Better”.  On October 30th at the
BWI Marriott Hotel, this conference will
bring together some of the most talented
ADR professionals from across the
country to help businesses and their
counsel to understand how ADR can
better their bottom line.

It is important for section members to
understand that this conference
encompasses our annual meeting which
is usually held in the spring.  To enhance
member participation, any section
member who registers by October 15th

may pay a reduced registration fee of
$150.00 for the day and evening
sessions, rather than the $200.00

2007 Maryland Business ADR Conference
First of its Kind in Maryland - Register Now !!!

Join us on October
30th, 2007 at the BWI
Marriott Hotel for the
Maryland Business
ADR Conference.
“Conflict
Management: Making
Business Better”  See
pages 4, 5, and 6 for
details.

Baltimore City Bar, was appointed by Chief
Judge Robert Bell of the Court of Appeals to
the Maryland ADR Commission and is chair of
the Professional Responsibility Committee of
the Maryland Mediation and Conflict
Resolution Office (MACRO) and a member of
its executive committee.

Professor Wolf has extensive experience both
as a trainer and a mediator.  In 2004, he
received the Leadership in Law Award from
The  Daily Record.

advertised fee.  Any section member
who has already registered at the
$200.00 rate may contact MACRO for a
refund or request that MACRO allot the
$50.00 overage to a scholarship fund for
other attendees.  ALSO – for attending
the full day and evening programs you
get your 8 hours of continuing education
in ADR required by Title 17.

A copy of the program agenda detailing
the specific sessions and presenters,
keynote speaker biographies, and a
registration form follows on the next
pages.  The section council though,
would like very much to thank those
who’ve worked so long to bring this
conference to fruition, as well as the co-
sponsoring organizations as listed on the
program below. Not yet listed on the
program is Bickerman Dispute
Resolution Group who also joins us as a
co-sponsor.  Our thanks to all.

Chief Judge Robert M. Bell ADR Award, continued…
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The ADR section list serve is getting more
use, and the section council would like to see
section members using it even more to get
and receive information related to your
practice from your peers.  Over the last year,
members have exchanged opinions about
proposed rule changes, sought input on
ethical issues, and suggestions for choosing
out of state practitioners.  The section has
more than 400 members, so there is a lot of
collective knowledge out there!

The section’s website, available through the
Maryland State Bar Association’s homepage
at msba.org, has been updated.  It has a
great deal of new information for practitioners
and consumers.   One of the most exciting
new additions to the website is a video of one
of the section’s presentations made this

Check Out the New Website

Calendar of ADR Events
October 18th: International Conflict Resolution Day

October 20th:  Community Mediation Maryland (CMM) Second Annual Gala.  6-9 p.m. at the
Banneker-Douglas Museum in Annapolis $20.00 per person.  410-553-0206

October 22-25: MICPEL 40 hour Civil Mediation Training.  University of Baltimore Business
Center, 8 a.m. – 6:45 p.m.

October 30th:  2007 Maryland Business Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Conference.
BWI Marriott, 9 a.m. – 9:15 p.m.

November 15th: Association of Conflict Resolution MD Chapter Annual Meeting, Greenbelt,
MD.

December 13th: MICPEL 8 hour Advanced Mediation Skills Seminar: Business and
Technology Disputes with Prof. Roger Wolf, and the Honorable Albert J. Matricciani, Jr.
8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. at the Maryland Bar Center

Maryland State Bar
Association

Alternative Dispute
Resolution Section

PHONE:
410-685-7878

FAX:
410-685-1016

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.msba.org

summer at the MSBA Annual Meeting in
Ocean City.  The presentation was a fun,
interactive session entitled “ADR – Get to
Know Me”.  In the video, real ADR
practitioners demonstrate a variety of ADR
processes with actors in a variety of conflicts.
It’s an excellent educational tool, which will
allow viewers to really see the differences
between mediation, arbitration, and a
settlement conference, which is all too often a
source of confusion and frustration amongst
both practitioners and consumers.

The section thanks the Mediation and Conflict
Resolution Office (MACRO) for awarding the
grant that enabled the video to be produced,
and Gore Brothers for doing such a great job
with the production.


